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and curves of attraction. The stockings which all
fair bathers are compelled to wear form, I think,
the most ghastly part of the whole business. In the
fresh, open, sunny outlook of life which the seaside
presents and the back-to-nature feeling it creates in
one, the stockinged feet look just as vulgar and as
indecent as unstockinged would in a drawing-room.
But when soiled with dabs of mud and sand sticking
to them, they present an aspect positively repelling;
and one wonders if all this unthinking worship of
the old Puritanical fetishes of feminine modesty
and public decency really goes to preserve those
two pretty necessities of social life and even partly
compensates for the certain loss of those pleasing
sights which unregulated beach-bathing presents
and those pleasurable feelings which it gives birth
to in England and on the Continent.

A great portion of my time in New York was spent
in going about the streets at all times of the day
and night and watching the people at work and at
play and in the various less differentiated phases of
their life. Except for the splendid 42nd Street and
Fifth Avenue, I found the streets as a rule ill-swept
and badly looked after; and Broadway, in parti-
cular, looked positively disreputable for a principal
thoroughfare. Of the few that presented decent
appearance, their outlook was marred in most cases
by the monstrous girders and unsightly framework
of the " L," as the elevated railway is called in New
York. But I saw nothing later on to change my first
night's impression of New York. Its reputed
" hurry and hustle " is a myth. I went to Wall